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Dear Sir, Madam,

Governments, universities and NGOs are undertaking research on pests and invasive alien
plants which have agricuhural or environmental impacts and taking action to try to prevent
the introduction and spread of these species or to control them. Despite this wealth of
initiatives, stakeholders and the general public are rarely aware of what pests and invasive
alien plants are and of the damage they cause. Raising the level of awareness of the civil
society is an indispensable step for political decisions and legislation to be taken.

Communicating on the topic of pests and invasive alien plants is difficuit as it involves
explaining what an alien species is, as weII as describing their impacts. Scientists and civil
servants working on these species are usually flot trained in the use of communication tools
and methods.

To respond to this need, EPPO, in partnership with the Bern Convention, the European
Environment Agency and the Invasive Species Specialist Group of the World Conservation
Union are organizing a workshop on ‘How to communicate on pests and invasive alien
plants’. The workshop will be held on 2013-10-08/10 in Oeiras in Portugal at the kind
invitation of the Portuguese Plant Protection Organization, the University of Coimbra and the
Agrarian School of Coimbra.

The Workshop will begin on Tuesday the 8th of October at 8.00 and will finish on Thursday
the 10th at 18.00. The Workshop will take place in the General Directorate of Food and
Veterinary (DGAV) auditorium.

Participants should pre-register online no later than 2013-06-01 by following this link:
http://meeti ng.eppo.i nt/meeting.php/Z3656

The registration form will allow participants to propose a titie and an abstract for a
presentation (oral or poster), this needs to be done no later than 05-01.

The registration fee for the conference will be approximately 100 EUR (the fee will cover
costs such as coffee breaks. transport and documents).
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Regarding accommodation booking, participants should make their own reservation in the
hotel of their choice. Lists of hotels in Carcavelos and in Lisbon shaH be provided soon.

We encourage you and your colleagues to attend and contribute to this Workshop, which
provides an important opportunity to exchange experience on the crucial issue of
communication on pests and invasive alien plants.

Paris, 2013-02-04

Yours sincerely,

J

Ringolds Arnitis
Di rector-General
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